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RE vision and principles  
  

At St. Christopher’s our vision is to live life in all its fullness. 
John 10:10 ‘ I have come in order that you might have life – life in all its fullness.’ 

 
The RE curriculum follows the Discovery Scheme, in which the children engage with their own and other 
faiths through an enquiry questioning approach. There are opportunities in each enquiry for spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. Through the RE curriculum the children not only attain 
knowledge of faiths, but also an understanding, which can lead to tolerance and respect for others and 
their beliefs. The RE curriculum does not teach children to passively accept, but rather encourages 
evaluation and critical thinking, equipping them to consider different belief positions they encounter in 
the context of British values. Each enquiry question gives opportunities for mindfulness, cultivating a 
sense of awareness on purpose, in a non-judgemental way in the present moment.  The RE curriculum 
aims to build children’s self-awareness and skills of reflection, thus supporting their overall learning as 
well as their personal spiritual development. 
Through the RE curriculum the school’s key values are explored: 

Belonging 
Children are encouraged to explore what it means to belong to a faith and how that impacts on the 
choices that they and the people around them, make. 
 
Love and Empathy 
 
Children are encouraged to show Christian love (agape) and empathy to those in need and thus 
courageous advocacy to others in need. 
 
Courage 

The enquiry approach to RE encourages children to question and change their mind about things. They 
courageously address challenging questions and issues. They learn to explore ideas without fear of 
‘getting it wrong’ as there is no ‘wrong’ answer. This makes them more fearless and bolder in their 
questioning. 

 

Guidance 

This policy is informed by current national guidance: RE in English Schools: non-statutory guidance 2010.  

RE: Realising the potential Ofsted 2013 

A Curriculum Framework for RE in England, REC 2013 

The Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus 2015-2020 

Valuing all God’s Children 2019 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
The aims of our Religious Education 

 
St. Christopher’s School uses the Discovery RE scheme of work which meet the requirements of the 
locally agreed Oxfordshire syllabus and is aligned to the non-statutory guidance described above. 
A key question is explored each half term in six lesson blocks. Christmas and Easter are given new 
treatment each year, developing the learning in a progressive way. Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism and Sikhism are also covered. Humanist perspectives are added when appropriate in some 
enquiries. Christian concepts of God, incarnation, fall, salvation, people of God, Kingdom of God 
and the Gospel are revisited in a spiral curriculum. 
 
We intend that Religious Education will enable our children to grow as outlined in the school vision 
statement. 
‘Flourishing together in a Christian community where every child has a life-long love of learning and 
has the confidence, resilience, skills and ambition to achieve their dreams’. 
All children learn about the Christian faith, with Christianity being the most-studied religion across 
a child’s time at St. Christopher’s. This is supported by assemblies, guest speakers and visits to St. 
James church throughout the year. 
 
Using the enquiry method helps children to become active learners. They are encouraged to pursue     
interests and challenge previously held ideas. Regular debate and stimulating discussion develop 
verbal reasoning skills     and aim to ‘deepen pupils’ understanding of the nature, diversity and 
impact of religion and belief in the contemporary world’. 
 
 

Discovery RE content. 
 

Foundation stage 
 

Enquiry Religions studied                                  
What makes people special? Christianity Judaism 
What is Christmas? Christianity                                               
How do people celebrate? Christianity, Islam, Judaism 
What is Easter? Christianity                                               
What can we learn from stories? Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism 
What makes places special? Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism, Sikhism 
 
 

Year One 
 

Enquiry Religions studied 
Does God want Christians to look after the world? Christianity 
What gift would I have given to Jesus if He had been born in my town? 
and not in Bethlehem? 

Christianity 



Was it always easy for Jesus to show friendship? Christianity 
Why was Jesus welcomed like a king or celebrity by the crowds on? 
Palm Sunday? 

Christianity 

Is Shabbat important for Jewish children? Judaism 
Does celebrating Chanukah make Jewish children feel closer to God? Judaism 

 
 

Year Two 
 

Enquiry Religions studied 
Is it possible to be kind to everyone all of the time? Christianity 
Why did God give Jesus to the world? Christianity 
Does praying at regular intervals everyday help a Muslim in her/his 
everyday life? 

Islam 

How important is it to Christians that Jesus came back to life after his 
crucifixion? 

Christianity 

Does going to the mosque give Muslims a sense of belonging? Islam 
Does completing Hajj make a person a better Muslim? Islam 
 
Year Three 

 
Enquiry Religions studied 
Would celebrating Diwali at home and in the community bring a 
feeling of belonging to a Hindu child?  

Hinduism 

Has Christmas lost its true meaning? Christianity 
Could Jesus really heal people? Where these miracles or is there? 
another explanation? 

Christianity 

What is ‘good’ about Good Friday? Christianity 
How can Brahman be everywhere and in everything? Hinduism 
Would visiting the River Ganges feel special to a non-Hindu? Hinduism 

  
 
Year Four 

 
Enquiry Religions studied 
Is it possible for everyone to be happy? Buddhism  
What is the most significant part of the Nativity story for Christians? 
today? 

Christianity 

How important is it for Jewish people to do what God asks them to? 
do? 

Judaism 

Is forgiveness possible always? Christianity 
What is the best way for a Jew to show commitment to God? Judaism 
Do people need to go to church to show they are Christians? Christianity 

 
 

Year Five 
 

Enquiry Religions studied 
How far would a Sikh go for their religion? Sikhism 



Is the Christmas story true? Christianity 
Are Sikh stories important today? Sikhism 
How significant is it for Christians to believe God intended Jesus to die? Christianity 

What is the best way for a Sikh to show commitment to God? Sikhism 
What is the best way for a Christian to show commitment to God? Christianity 
 
Year Six 

 
Enquiry Religions studied 
What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to God? Islam 
How significant is it that Mary was Jesus’ mother? Christianity 
Is anything ever eternal? Christianity 
Is Christianity still a strong religion 2000 years after Jesus was on? 
Earth? 

Christianity 

Does belief in Akhirah help Muslims lead good lives?  - This enquiry is 
taught in 2 sections over the whole term- 

Islam, Christianity 
(comparative) 

 
 

How is RE organised in this school? 
 

St. Christopher’s has an RE Coordinator – Helen Norman.  
R.E. is taught weekly to all children. Some RE may be taught during PPA time and some by the class 
teacher during the week. Planning is done by individual staff members, using the Discovery RE medium 
term planning. Where Year Groups are shared, staff share planning. All staff are encouraged to adapt 
shared planning to suit their own teaching styles, whilst still adhering to the key Enquiry question and 
termly outcome. 

Differentiation/ SEN 
 

Staff should differentiate their lessons according to need as in other subjects. RE must be accessible to 
all pupils. 

Assessment and tracking progress. 

As a school each half term the class looks at answering a key question. This Question is displayed in the 
classrooms. Each block will also have an assessment sheet at the beginning of half term. The children will 
be assessed on three age related descriptors for each enquiry question in coloured coded strands;  
Green: personal resonance with or reflection on…  
Blue: knowledge and understanding of…   
Red: evaluation/critical thinking in relation to the enquiry question  
At the end of each unit a colour coded assessment activity allows the children and teacher to reflect and 
assess their learning.  
 
 

Monitoring and evaluation 
 

RE books are part of regular school-wide book scrutiny. The RE Coordinator looks at books and 
collects examples of books from each year group at the end of the year and feeds back to teachers 



at RE staff meetings. 

Reporting to parents/ carers 
 

RE is included in the end of year report to parents. 
 

 
The Learning Environment 

 
Every classroom has a designated RE area, where the key question, reflection book, prayer book and 
bible are displayed. Relevant artefacts and books pertaining to the current question are also accessible 
to the children where appropriate. 

 
RE lessons should be as engaging and challenging as other subject studied at St. Christopher’s. We 
use video, quizzes, word scrambles, visits, speakers, sacred texts, diary entries, group work, drama, 
I.T. and a number of other stimuli to keep RE interesting and relevant.  

Prayer spaces 

Every year children have opportunities to take part in prayer spaces; an area within Church or school 
that ‘has been transformed …with a range of creative activities that encourage personal reflection on 
issues such as forgiveness, injustice, thankfulness, big questions, injustice, and identity. …’    Prayer 
spaces enable the children ‘of all faiths and none to explore life questions…in a safe, creative and 
interactive way.’ (Prayer spaces in schools) 
 

Teaching Sensitive and Controversial Issues involving parents and carers 
 

RE at St. Christopher’s aims to be challenging and thought-provoking. During RE lessons, there may 
be controversial and sensitive areas touched upon. Staff at St. Christopher’s have good relationships 
with parents and an understanding of family background. If a sensitive issue arises, PPA cover staff 
should always check with the classroom teacher for any relevant information, for example a recent 
bereavement. If deemed necessary, parents should be informed of any potential sensitivity 
beforehand. 

 
Withdrawal from RE lessons 

 
Parents are entitled to withdraw their pupils from RE lessons. Parents are encouraged to speak to 
the class teacher if they have any concerns or questions. If a parent wishes to exercise their legal 
right to withdraw a child from RE lessons, they should consult the head teacher. 

 
Links to other policies and curriculum areas 

 
The Discovery RE scheme of work has signposted links to Jigsaw PSHE, also used in school. Where 
appropriate, staff are encouraged to make links between subjects. 



  

 

 

Training and support for staff. 
 

The RE coordinator is a member of SACRE. 

The RE Coordinator attends regular meetings and training with other Diocesan Schools and shares this 
with the Staff in staff meetings.   

The RE coordinator has contact and support from Anne Andrews (RE Advisor from Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Education) Through information from the RE advisor, training opportunities are shared with 
relevant staff. 
The RE Coordinator regularly meets informally with staff regarding RE, including offers of support with 
planning, visitors and resources where necessary. 



 

 

Appendix 1 Contributors to RE in Recent Years 
 

St. Christopher’s School has good links with members of our local community. These individuals and 
organisations have supported us with planning, guidance and personal insight in recent years. We have 
support from a range of people representing different faiths to support our curriculum. These include 
members of our school and wider community. 

Including : 
 
Rev Geoff Bayliss (C of E Christian) – regular assemblies 
 
Rev Gemma Beesly (C.E Christian)-regular assemblies 
 
Members of Cowley churches (Christian) – regular ‘open the book’ assemblies. 
 
Nuns from Our Sisters of love convent (Christian) have been to speak on the question’ How 
significant is it that Mary was Jesus’s mother? (y6) 

Lesley Williams (C of E Christian) –  Lesley has a big link with Christian aid and launches and ends the 
charity collection through additions to the assemblies in the appropriate weeks. 

Lisa Vernon (Christian) –  ‘What is the best way for Christians to show commitment to God? 
 
Lisa talks to Yr5 about her Christian faith in action, visiting prisoners at HMP Bullingdon. She 
explains how she and her husband try to support those who have committed serious crimes, 
offering them comfort and a new way of life through Christianity. This has also helped children 
at St. Christopher’s understand the consequences of crime and the impact of crime on victims 
and the families of offenders. 

The congregation of Cowley St. James church. Classes have been to several events at the church for 
key Christian festivals including the Christingle service and prayer spaces. 
 
The congregation of Grace Church Cowley Classes have been to prayer spaces at this church next to 
the St. Christopher’s site 
 
Layla Badri and    Freshta Safi   (TAs)    Does praying at regular intervals help a Muslim in his/her 
everyday life ? (y2) 
 
 
  



 

 

Appendix 2 
What children say about RE at St. Christopher’s 
 
On Belonging 
 
 ‘At our school no one is left out, no matter what colour or religion. Everyone is treated the same 
and I’m thankful for that.’ 

On Love and empathy.’ 

‘That is why Muslims fast to see how the poorer people are feeling, because some people don’t 
even have food to break their fast with.’ 
 
‘Can I tell you about my job? When I’m older, I’m going to get a job being really rich and then I’ll 
go around the world finding all the people who don’t have enough money. I’ll give them money 
and buy them a flat. I’ll give them some food and enough things to sell to get them going and 
they won’t be poor anymore.’ 

 
On courage 
 
‘I liked that it is free, and you can say whatever you want. You have to trust everyone in the 
class. Our teachers say that there is no such thing as a wrong answer.’ 
‘I really enjoy RE. I don’t really mind if I get stuff a bit wrong sometimes, because I’ll improve 
it next time. I just really enjoy RE.’ 

 
 

On Festivals 
 
‘When I saw the video of Jesus on the cross, I was crying, because I could see how he felt. Even 
though I don’t believe it, I could see how Christians would feel watching it.’ 

‘It would be really hard to Christians to see that. Like on Eid, when I think about the story of Isa 
and sacrifice, I feel shocked and sad. That’s how I felt when I found out Jesus was nailed to a 
cross. I felt really upset. I’m happy to learn more and care about other religions.’ 
 
‘I believe that Jesus died for us, to save us and I’m thankful for that.’ 
 
‘Most people don’t think about the real meaning of Christmas, but I’m going to. Before I have my 
Christmas dinner, I’m going to stop and have a think about Jesus and what Christmas really 
means’.  

 
On curriculum 

‘It’s really interesting. We have a range of people who are religious and lots who aren’t and it’s 
cool to see their ideas and opinions. They are our friends, and it gives us more understanding of 
them.’ 
 
 



 

 

‘We said water was eternal and my teacher said ‘but what if there’s no water in the future? I 
really remember that. It makes you think.’ 

On Differentiation 

‘RE is something that everyone can be good at.’ 

On Assessment 
 
‘The staff comments are really helpful. We have next steps comments, and we reply to them.’ 
‘We assess our own work and sometimes give our friends feedback about their work. It feels like 
we are working together and cooperating.’ 
 
On open the book  
 
‘I love it that you learn about new stories and you get to join in’. 
‘I like when children act it out -especially me!’ 
‘They help you understand the bible’. 
 
On prayer 
 
‘I like that we all pray together as a school Christian community’ 

On prayer spaces 

‘It helped me think over my worries’ 

‘My favourite was the rice as it shows how God fills us with the Holy Spirit’ 

‘I liked the bubbles because it made me think of God’ 

‘I liked the love bracelets because you can show what love is to people’ 


